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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.18 pm]:  I move -  

That the house do now adjourn. 

Wubin Primary School - Adjournment Debate 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [10.18 pm]:  This afternoon I spoke in support of the motion 
moved by Hon Ray Halligan about the lack of consultation by the government in a number of areas.  In my 
speech I dealt specifically with two schools - Blackmore Primary School and Wubin Primary School.  The 
Minister for Education, to his credit, acknowledged that the consultation about Blackmore Primary School could 
have been done a little better.  Unfortunately, the same acknowledgement has not been made about Wubin 
Primary School.  Wubin is a small country town about 275 miles north east of Perth.  Wubin is about to lose its 
primary school.  I want to remind members about the way in which the people of Wubin found out about this 
situation.  The parents and teachers found out only when they received a letter from the Director General of 
Education dated 6 August, telling them that their school would be closed.  This afternoon I also read a letter from 
the president of the Wubin Primary School Parents and Citizens Association to Karen Morrissey, the president of 
the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association of WA, complaining about the lack of consultation and articulating 
some very real reasons that that school should stay open.  I also read from a letter to Sharyn O’Neill, Director 
General of the Department of Education and Training, from the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association of WA 
again complaining about the lack of consultation.  I also read from a letter that was unanimously signed by all 
parents of children at Wubin Primary School complaining about the lack of consultation and pleading for the 
school to remain open.  Once again, there was a lack of consultation on this issue.  As I said this afternoon, 
primary schools in any community reflect the heart and soul of that community.  Most people in the community 
have some attachment to their primary school, either directly or indirectly, or they have had or will have a 
connection with the primary school.  That is particularly pertinent in rural country towns.  In a small country 
town like Wubin, essentially this act will wrench the heart from that community.  The community is outraged but 
it is really disappointed that there has been no consultation whatsoever.  The first time they found out about the 
school’s closure was in a letter from the Director General of the Department of Education and Training that the 
school was going to be closed next year in 2008. 
I read from section 57 of the School Education Act, which states that the Minister for Education and Training 
must consult with the local community before he closes a school, not after he closes a school, which is what he 
has done with Blackmore Primary School.  Once again the minister has not done this.  As I said, he certainly 
disappointed community members in a small country town who are already struggling with the drought and 
diminishing facilities.  This is just another dagger in the heart to them.  A flyer was sent out by the parents and 
citizens association of Wubin Primary School, headed “Wubin Primary School Should Not Be Closed: Why?”  A 
couple of extracts from the flyer state - 

WUBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL IS A SMALL RURAL SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE.  IT HAS AND 
CONTINUES TO PROVED ITSELF AS A LEARNING OASIS FOR THE WUBIN COMMUNITY’S 
CHILDREN.  IT IS ALSO A COMMUNITY OASIS FOR THE YOUNG PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS. 

THE STUDENTS’ PARENTS ARE UNANIMOUS IN THEIR CHOICE TO KEEP WUBIN SCHOOL 
OPEN FOR THEIR CHILDREN 

THERE ARE A LARGE NUMBER OF VERY YOUNG CHILDREN NOT BEING CONSIDERED IN 
THE DECISION TO CLOSE WUBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL WHO ARE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
AND WHO BENEFIT, WITH THEIR PARENTS, FROM THE SHARED LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT WITHIN THE SMALL SCHOOL CAMPUS. 

. . .  

WUBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL IS AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY WHICH IS INCLUSIVE 
OF OUTLYING PROPERTIES.  THERE HAS BEEN NO TOWN SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT 
STUDY DONE TO ASSESS THE FLOW ON AFFECT OF CLOSURE. 

. . .  

WUBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL IS A COMMUNITY OF VERY IMPORTANT PEOPLE PROVIDING 
A QUALITY EDUCATION IN A CARING AND CO-OPERATIVE COMMUNITY 
ENVIRONMENT AND MUST NOT BE CLOSED. 

I will also draw attention to the impact that the school’s closure will have on the children in their accessing 
Dalwallinu school, which these children will now have to attend, as opposed to Wubin school.  The information I 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 18 September 2007] 

 p5069b-5072a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Peter Collier; Mr Vincent Catania 

 [2] 

am about to read out came from the president of the P&C.  Eight students currently enrolled in Wubin Primary 
School use bus facilities to access the school.  Six of those eight currently travel a total of 86 kilometres to get to 
and from the school.  As a result of the closure of Wubin Primary School, those six students will now have to 
travel 130 kilometres every day to get to and from the school.  The other two currently travel 30 kilometres to 
get to and from the school and will now have to travel 74 kilometres.  The impact, therefore, on those children 
will be quite profound.  I will read once again a letter signed unanimously by all parents at the school about the 
impact on the community and also on their children.  I read from this letter earlier today, but in part it says - 

We are all wondering who makes these decisions, how much research, time and upon what procedure 
was undertaken to close us down.  We believe Wubin Primary School should remain open.  We feel we 
are owed a meeting to explain the above concerns prior to any Implementation Committee meeting for 
school closure taking place. 

I am asking the government again to perhaps give some real consideration to the processes and procedures it 
adopts to close schools.  The manner in which it has closed Blackmore and Wubin Primary Schools is, quite 
frankly, disgraceful.  It has treated these two communities with contempt, particularly Wubin Primary School, 
which is closing in a matter of months.  The community obviously has not been consulted.  Every single parent 
has signed that letter to the director general pleading with the director general to reconsider her decision.  If the 
director general will not reconsider her decision, I request the Minister for Education and Training to at least 
give some consideration to accessing the views of the local community.  If the director general will not 
reconsider the decision to close Wubin Primary School, perhaps the minister will.  The community does not want 
the school to close.  The community feels that the closure will impact negatively upon the community and upon 
the students at that school.  Quite frankly, I think that their concerns are very valid. 

Aged Care Facilities, Carnarvon - Adjournment Debate 
HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [10.25 pm]:  This is about perhaps another type of closure 
on the other side of the life spectrum.  Last Tuesday a bombshell was dropped on the community of Carnarvon 
by the providers of Carnarvon’s only aged care facility - that is, the Olive Laird Hostel - that the facility would 
wind down its services over the coming months and services would not be continued any more in Carnarvon.  A 
letter to community representatives from the Churches of Christ Homes and Community Services states - 

Dear Community Representative 

Withdrawal of Carnarvon Aged Care Services 
I am writing to advise you that Churches of Christ Homes and Community Services Incorporated . . . 
has been forced to make the reluctant decision to withdraw our residential and community services in 
Carnarvon over the coming months. 

This decision, which was brought about by a failure to secure Federal Government funding for our new 
facility and to cover base operational costs, has been a difficult one for COCH. 

That is, the Churches of Christ Homes.  It continues - 

We recognise that service delivery in regional areas has many challenges and have sought flexible 
solutions to ensure the continuity of residential care in the area.  Unfortunately, we are now unable to 
provide a staffed service under a per capita funding basis, as required by the Commonwealth 
Government. 

COCH is also unable to carry the significant capital costs of providing a new residential facility. 

No date has yet been set for the withdrawal of the services, as COCH is currently working with 
residents, clients and staff to establish transitional arrangements and ensure sufficient time is provided 
to enable alternative arrangements to be put in place. 

COCH will continue to place the highest priority on the care and support of our residents and clients 
through this period, including assisting them in relocating to alternative care, matching them with other 
locally based services and meeting reasonable moving costs. 

COCH has also advised all funding and regulatory authorities, as well as staff and local stakeholders, of 
the decision. 

Further information on this issue and COCH’s plans for a supported transition is enclosed. 

It is with great regret that I advise you of this decision and I again assure you that COCH will continue 
to work with all stakeholders to ensure a smooth transition for residents, clients and staff. 

Yours sincerely 

Wayne L Belcher 
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Chief Executive 
The community representatives were very disappointed to receive that letter.  As I said, it was a bombshell not 
only for me, but also obviously for the seniors in Carnarvon.  Currently, 10 permanent residents are living in 
Olive Laird Hostel, and the Churches of Christ Homes and Community Services have another 13 clients.  What 
makes this decision to close the hostel so upsetting is that the Olive Laird Hostel is the only residential aged care 
facility between Geraldton and Port Hedland.  The community has for some time been aware of the Churches of 
Christ negotiations with the federal government and its endeavour to improve the aged care facilities in 
Carnarvon.  The Churches of Christ actually purchased a motel, the Fascine Lodge, to improve the aged care 
facilities in Carnarvon.  It was then unable to actually renovate it, because it believed it was a cheaper option.  
The Churches of Christ had planned to purchase the building so that it could upgrade and renovate it to meet the 
category 3 standard required to provide 47 flexible positions for clients in Carnarvon.  I understand that it was to 
receive federal government financial support to do this.  However, the rules have apparently changed, and it was 
informed that any facility it sought to renovate and provide would be changed to category 9.  This has blown the 
viability of the project out of the water.  It is disappointing that the rules were changed because it means that 
Carnarvon will no longer have an aged care facility.  It is also disappointing for the reason that the federal 
government has known about this since earlier this year.  It has made no move to try to get another service 
provider or to work out a way in which to deal with the aged care crisis we now have.  To date, the only response 
from the federal member has been an assurance that commonwealth funding is available for any aged care 
providers in Carnarvon willing to work with the government.  I believe there is an aged care provider willing to 
work with the government, and that is the Churches of Christ, but it is unable to obtain the necessary funds, 
which will create an aged care crisis.  The federal government is cost-shifting yet again, and making sure that the 
state picks up the responsibility for aged care.  Carnarvon Regional Hospital already caters for 11 aged patients 
who should be in an aged care facility.  I believe that more than 2 000 hospital beds are being taken up by elderly 
patients who should be in aged care facilities.  It is disappointing that the federal government has yet again 
shirked its responsibility and pushed it onto the state.  Carnarvon really is a hub for seniors because of its climate 
and amenities, and it is a great shame that it will no longer have an aged care facility.  There are a lot of seniors 
in Carnarvon who are very concerned, because the only other option they have is to go to Geraldton or Perth.  
Many people who are born in country Western Australia want to remain there and do not want to move to 
another place.  The situation is particularly stressful for seniors who do not have the flexibility to just pack up 
and move.   

I will continue to work with the shire to find a solution, and hopefully we can come up with a solution for what 
is a federal failure.  Since being elected to the Mining and Pastoral Region, I have discovered that this is one 
among many areas, particularly the area of health, in which the federal government has failed.  It is also a failure 
on the part of the federal member for Kalgoorlie, who has not fought for what I believe are the rights of regional 
Western Australia. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.33 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 


